
Projected motion picture film and slides are in a state of crisis. 
Far more quickly than anyone could have anticipated, these 
technologies will soon reach obsolescence. Yet artists continue to 
create vital works using film and slides, and older works by significant 
artists are being shown in museums with increasing frequency. 

Paul Sharits, Shutter Interface, 1975, 16mm color film with sound. Image size: 64 x 264 in., Joseph H. Hirshhorn Purchase Fund, 2009
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TechFocus II: Caring for Film and Slide Art
Hirshhorn Museum, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC
April 27–28, 2012, Ring Auditorium

TechFocus II is designed to educate museum professionals about the 
technology of film and slide-based artworks and to recommend best 
practices for their acquisition, preservation, and display. 
The workshop includes a unique “School of Seeing”: films and slides are 
projected as examples of different production processes, so that participants 
can learn how to look at them with a critical eye.
The TechFocus workshop series is being organized by the Electronic Media 
Group of The American Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic 
Works (AIC) to provide detailed technical education in the preservation of 
media art. A systematic lecture program, delivered by international experts, 
introduces participants to the technology behind these artworks and offers 
real-world guidelines for their preservation.
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